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of Their Own

Amid the bright lighta of WordPest
IL's aasy to lose sight of the toll that
goas Into writing a book. We asked six
local authors to show us the work
BEpaces where the blood, sweat and

tears flow bafore the ink hits thae page

PHOTOGRAPHED BY HEATHER SAIT

[—_I b pomusniie niodion of widlers comes completle with comfy

sweaters, doep thoughts (mene brooding is also sceeptabile) and

=S e cpantity of bsesee, Then, too, there is the miythical blank

Pagy, & e abject whose fear-inducing power remadnms andiminished in
ier prageerliess wiirdel,

The mmmntic image also includes & wretched gurret and absolute

sulitide. Nobody in Calgary s writing in a gurres these days (maybe a

besmes roceny, T dislininedy oot o gorret), Dot wrting rensins 5 solitar
task thad reguires great discipline,

s Lot Gt perhuges explains the popularine of linde getstogpethers
fike WordFest. This year’s edition of the lterary gabfed muns Tuesda,
Chet, 11 o Sararday, Ove. 16, and gives writers the chaner 1o leave their
wolation chambers, swap tabes with Fllow sufferens and sell a frw books,

Ve'me excttend] ahoan WisrdFest, Ikt we wers r|.'-.|.|l:. CTiRes B peck be-
huissel ahie sevmes dnd soe whiil o oo o one's own looks Tike these alayn
MAs the rilulnl."i.llg E:rln'll'u-llq shonw, the -.nru'“k_-.rm”-u 10 g SR rEiI:f|'-|-|--|:||I s e
aiithors who boil i them and the bsoks they prrusiace,

Ever since 1999, when he began researching Camadion Hisiory for
Dinanies, Will Ferguson has found the downtown library to be & great
place 1o work—8t doesn't hurt that the safT wreats him dght. For poet
Rimempry Grichel, her bome office (it's also the guest rmoom) has the
distinet advantage of being oceupicd by beneficens spirits thiet give the
ST i POSITIVE CTICTEY.

Writers who kack such visitations can find positive enengy it Word-
Fest, whiemne ihicy are given the opportunity to ialk about themselves 1o
moms [ull of attentive listeners. [t really the best they can hope for
when they st down in their more humble workspaces to confront the
Iank page. — Hrace [
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Voo T or deink in the
Lacal Histars Room,

Maoeting in

Prograss Fiv s ¥

Wrilie Fer  Dummbes, Wi

Ferguyon's shaulder was geliing sore higoing ks togral-the

working off  Canpadisn  Hivtoey
fise-lar-1999 lapbeg bo and tiom thy WA Castell Library gawn-
e, Luchlly, be belriended a Borarian and got actedi 10 i
iLocal History mocem on the foirkh Fear The doar loces, 30 for
u lew mnrihs Fergusch wid kil Ehere, Sharing the space Wikth &
Fesw histerions who would pop in and ot, and wis abie o leave
bohind ks “portable™ compuler when he winl hamg [or the
nilgh. "1 was iny st offlce,” e Says,

Mo, Fep works out of an offce thal Takes b o thirgs of

hils dptacted fhras-car garage, [Tiglally, e olaEhrsed Gh Using
e wiole space, bal his wile rominded him that they do own A
car "0 right, we do nesd @ place (o par d ") inside are stacky
and stacks of books aboul Migedia, keland or whatever hes
currenbly writliag about, There's 3tsn & dedl lar writing and one
i thinking; Bul na Intornal. HE Diant wnrl be bompd himaell
Thi whvale space is woundproaled, so Bhal the raiise o pang
i parbage trucks b reduced fo 4 slight ham. Undariunate:
iy, however, thi need 1o reduce poise maans that Ferguach

allased himsol! only cne smaki window, “Somelimes | wondet

i | madie the right chaice.” e sayi. 10 a bl ol @ CaviL

invgkche, toe ween® tRrough the techao-archealogical process ol
eomolling Canadian Fie, & coliection ol unpublished malerisl
nolodimg essayt, travelogues and screpls from & Cand lied
woap opera. He soodired ofd hars arivps and (lapoy drsks, Drang
ing back material from @ world thal inchaded defunct sodtware
s Word Porfech. He says 1§ was fun snd satlabying work, it
By no medns 5 Lhis colection intended (0 DR & T L)
1t waan't peally meant bo be canpar-spanning,” Ferguecn S&s
| Fyoipy EFilS 1SR EDee end al my caraes” Jbon Fog
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= derek beaulieu

-
v Author of Seen of the Crime

gdored beaulied likey the may his name jooky when 1S spefied
in lpwercase ketlers, ' nol Dravado, bl rather an eslheds
chodgo, When hiz find and last Inibinks are soparated by the
caplialihed fofm of I midde inltlal, thp mesult (dAG B a ped-
fecl marror imago. These are the cloncerns of a visual poot.

“Wisual poelry 13 sormebhdng (had uses e malerial o lan-
guage Nie Logo.” beaulieu sayi. 1N ook af lettors of words
oF piedes af language thot we find and ok af hivw wo con
combeng ihem. IS Rol postry Bo Be rasdl, 109 poelry Lo De
stwred Al 1E's o vory social sdyle of wriling.”

Hiz chosen megivm & Lotrased or rub-down lettecing,
& [echmobogy crealed in 1960, which gawe graphic detigner
SRS 10 standardirs] ypefaces Doailleu will 11t down af
Fils desk in the kibchen-Ehe social cembre o [Py Polise—and
place the Iefters one By o "Baskcally, | make It a5 | go
along, | iry fa fespand to the shape of 1he letiers”

The resull i & tablesu of shapet wie're all famillar wigh,
taken oul of Ihelr meguler contoxt. Lnfortunalely for boau
ligid, Lelrasel no Momged niakes (B8 “whilaml Iotlefing diy
frarefer prodecl” This mesns beanlesu i3 consiantly hainl-

ing and scrounging around for the stull, (He gratefuilty
accapls donallang in case you have some lying aracnd irom
yila? pash hiowking Cxgaraties with Daon Draper) “1m ronming
out of my own chosen modium.™ he says, “T'm in e space
now whare evary letber | wrife, s oree boss letter | can wrile
I the futsre”

Dedudions culfreny slochple
throwgh & coupke of yesns of conistent work, Bul what hap

i3 suflsoent oo see Rim

peshs whon [Hefe aie fd mofe ledlers?
“Panic.” ~LR.



Far & mar wia writis about global trends in sustainabality and
Awhd fraveds b0 e hese innovsllons Deythand, Chrls Tamer
b B weep things prelly oiose bo home.

His lafest book, The Leap, s a ToSowup of sorts to his st
book, The Geoagraphy of Hope, which bodd the story of people
PIrsuing chamge. In The Lean, Tumes {akes things & 1o Tur-
ther, Introcucing . o Rhe “se0ond indusirial revolution™ and
the wholesale trenstarmation of coymbries, cilies and bl
meEsses that have alresdy made the shafl o sustalnsbifity, in O
Gpe. B i, d's “remnarkable jisl how ihomosgh the change i
becoming, how Broadiy it is being adapied”

Jirkd a3 i bodds Rae progressed om storses of hope (o dis-

- FT

u

cussishy of real-Ele change., Turner and hiz wito, Ashiey Brisioe,
marvd from thelr Ramsay rome [0 Ken tirglon fusi telfom he
ataried working on The Leag. Turnes Wil behind his ald stufly
aisnment oo for & converied bedroom wilh floor-to-osiing
bBockabeiver, o balcony and & much betier view

Turnes, howeses, s & trvelling man, and 6 he wentures at
Enast 2% far &% the Undversidy of Calgary library wihen worhking
on il Bk, (£ 3 Fairly e iitte sell-susisining community, with
Qoo wot KEpACES ind, mane mpartantty lor & man on & dead-
lireet, MacEwan Hall's plethona of pating ootions.

Canmbdering how busy Turnes b IE's probably a good thing (hal
Ne’s ke img up his strength, When not cranking out beoks, Turnes

B & feature writer For Bhe (lobe ang Mad and & reguiar contriba
1or fo ihe Mother Naturs Mebwork, § wehsite focomed on prirons
mendal navws and information He's also an ir-oemand speaker on
sislaenability msues, which hefpd hirn “kind of kesg 1he bills pasd™
turing the two-month-iong homestretch whan he susperds b
ELhl w g 10 1oCus stdedy an finfthing his book

Thi B43 pavoud Tor Tiemed howeser, would be the dwy that
i med korsger Peels frusraded Dy ine lack af change in hizs own
oounbry, aybe someday, he'll lsok oul Ehe window of his kome
affice, over the backyard and ihe aliey, and see some shifi-
A wirimill ar 3 creseded bus=in Conada’s atiftude toward suns-
talnability. -Orew Andarsan




Rosemary Griebel

Authar of Vel

Limiihe most poets-ihoswe stonmy soidy who preler 1o be alone
willh {hwir ihoughis-Aosemary Grliebel worly in & pace that 1s
arryiting bud ampty—cort of,

Hiét cenbury-oid Inglneood home, in partlcular hier simols
upstairs offace, & & bowy place, “What's imeresting about 1he
e 1w vr Nad people Come ovet, cluding some peaple who
an kind of paychic, and they are abways dromn (o thal rosm.
Thery &2 thore are Kts of spirits in il

Foi her part, Grisbel will osly isy (hal e foom doss
“hured vy Cocd andngy.” ot she afir@ides this &l ieast in pard
1o 10 Fact thal her allice aiso serves as a guest room, This rurs

tourier o the advicy she recelved from fellow poel Patrick
Lane, mho teels i’ exzenilal 1o Rive a space ised only for wril
g, bt Ceripbd (hinks he guests, ke Ehe wpirids. acd bo (e
moms energy, 118 8 plate where “they fnd comdort, whave
they make bove,™ she says. “There are all Kinds of ihings that
Qi an i 1 noom and Ehal’s okiy. That's part of (L™

Hor book, Yed, b6 o coflection of work Irom he past b yeary
@i reflects bolh hee inner-city present and ymall-iown prai
T parst, Wiere once she wanderod llelds, ketting her imasging-
tian ream, she mow finds mspiradion in the grit and busthe af
Meirr Wtk §0 @nd froem the downfown irary, where shae is ihe

Epechal projects manager, The resulting warks form a perfect
by Albertan narmative of wideapen nalure mesting the maer-
gelic arey of urban Calgary,

And although fer thoughts these days amne on conitruc
thon and architecture thanks to the new central Bbrary progect,
s W'l 58y whetheet her fect Book will be more jackhammess,
ifan jechalnpes. While fed labest work features some strange
‘ol quides,” Inciuding Haelen Keller, Gailllec and Jongh, she
doesn't po 5o far a5 to creckt he ghosts & her office with her
weark. S almgly wriles aboul wiid moves her, while soaking up
thi enengy fhom hirr gues, ethersal or olherwiss, =004,



1 Bt bt while Jacguslins Guest seys bDeong & Kids wriled

¥ A7 vinG @ nw Carn ehre mof aboat o

{j her auian yailor r iFE speds.

The SB-paar-oid I3 combent with Ber inComes, ook Tel Wiork
“Whan |

o jammid uf, | jusl 96 Mo 8 walk-EREres anays

and, b Pear her dessries 10, e 10 A LYivaR i

Ty M e SR Im B sArmn
it kilgmestres ant Bragog
Crggk (o gel hér mai

o'y Boene allles |5 dabied with whiteboards whede the

ey trach of appaindments=ghe vislts hundreds of wchoaol a
pear=and sdminkiralive matters e imeoicing. Thera ang alzo
{rameed covers of Rer Eooas an e wall, Thrse werer &5 more
{han meve decorstson, “The reason | have (hem wp thore &
thait when pecpie call and ok adoul @ cerlain characier or
paart ol B Boci, | kave 0 have 8 ramdhioer,” Ahe Laye

Tho need to jog e Mmemory i ehdersssdable: e [atesd
ook, hast Méssaost, 18 hed MBIE Th BooE |5 smed 31 youang
achutts and feedlves arcund [he ing of the transabantic tole-
fagh cabde in TBES, which linked elesnd arnd NewToundiand

Belare wiling down to write—generally in the momings=

Gueal does extenslve résdarch, bul in addition Lo this padns-
Lok work, She als0 eeps 3 notepsd Daside hor bed i case
o sudden Inipiration. *i can maks & bég ditference to the
book” she says, "o | do pay atbenticen §0 what bubibies up
froem mry subconscious af 2 a.m.—my htband |wsl wishes I'd
Fusrm o Ehsi Begiat.”

Thats mat liNely ba happen bechuse GuEsl's langel pur-
potE Ay &n suthar v mll abaut Nipeing awibches, 71 just
want to burn kbl 56 bo resning,” she 1y, "And | doa’l care
whiad they read. It con be comic books or cookbooks=i's 4l
mmge.” LW
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Al & fool T and 250 pounds
bigaest autfior WondFeit has landed this yolr (Sormy, Guy

Yanderhaegha. )

Armolbd Hénry ki liksly fhe

Civen i stafure, iF should come as no surpiise 1had basksl
prominently N the 28-year-olds sl pubiished
TTRETON, MOnQIneg o B Wy Droadme. As Hhes titke iipgeils, Honry
hiard cholleniges

lirst Freshimnn brom St Lscia (o play RCAA Division | haskob ksl

bl ligures

o Some fimte 2004, when ke becams the
in December ol bis lirel yoar 84 the Unbeemity of Vermonl he
s geeuhed of 4 ofime (he |5 deliberately vagae in our infer
wiew, fearng that specifics would hamper book sales), His legal
froulies were resched bid his academic Rassles weie only

"'!

Deginneng. O (he fead three years. Henry atfended thres
different schoals. plaweng Batketball and sarming & junier
COlPgE Oegnes in computer scipnoe,

Thowe trying years are at the heart o Rls memoir bl
Hanmry ahvo dealy with kit childbhood in 51 Lucla “When | was
10 years ald, | staried beeping & dlary” he says ©1 let |§ was
a way af enprewslng mysell without anyone bedng judgmoni-
#l" He returned to those disries while writing Hanging on
o My Dreams,
Casgarian (they met through midusl irlendsy and maving o
Lowen im Jamieary 2010

& project be Bnlshed afler marrving &

Heshry works out of ks kome offlce, which s 5 Hlwo-minife

drive fram ihe Baskelbadl courts in Soumsriel whete the phota
on the coved of his memalr was ihol

“I keep o bankedball close b my desk to fofiect on how lar
Pve Come,” Henry s4yi There are &lsa photographs, inclisding
G of fes Entrepol Secondary School team, which won ke 52
Lucian champlonship i 2000

But Menry doesn'l R miwch Hme for rellectian these davy
He's loaking forward to WordPest, bud hes restly escibed aboul
trivvedling to Gormany in Decembers, Me's ned going there fo
promoie Hanging on fo My Dresms, bt rather to D P, writo
tha (sl chapler of [he seguet Henry has lacded a Frvoot will &
pralessional basketball (eam in Bonn —RW



